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1. Describe the issue under consideration

1.1

The second report of the Environment and Housing Scrutiny Panel on the waste
and recycling service contained a number of recommendations in regards to
how recycling rates could be further improved in Haringey, with particular
reference to recycling from flats and the use of incentive and enforcement
schemes as set out in Appendix 1. This report provides a proposed Cabinet
response to the recommendations made by the Panel and received by Cabinet
on 18th June.

2. Cabinet Member introduction

2.1

2.2

I welcome the recommendations from the Scrutiny Panel. Many of the
recommendations are concerned with improving the services available to
residents living on estates and blocks of flats and there are a number of
initiatives planned to improve these waste collection services over the
forthcoming year. We look forward to working with residents and ward
councillors to help us meet our ambition of 40% recycling rate by 2015.

Following the roll-out of the changes to the waste collection service during 2012,
recycling rates have risen from 26 to 32%. This figure however reflects only part
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of an enhanced recycling scheme year and not full borough coverage; we
expect it to increase to around 35% for a full year across the whole borough.

3. Recommendations

3.1

The Cabinet is asked to agree the response to the interim recommendations as
set out in Appendix 2.

4. Alternative options considered

4.1

Not applicable.

5. Background information

5.1

5.2

5.3

5.4

5.5

A number of the recommendations are linked to the introduction of a weekly
food waste collection service to estates and blocks of flats, totalling
approximately 25,000 households. The service has successfully applied to the
DLCG Weekly Collection Support Scheme to obtain funding to introduce a
weekly food waste collection service two years earlier than planned within the
Veolia Waste Management Contract.

The service is currently in the process of developing a detailed communications
plan as part of the project planning and this will provide details of the new
weekly food waste collection service, but also provide an opportunity to
revitalise the dry recycling collection services available to these households.

In addition, the overall 2013/14 Communications and Engagement Programme
will include a range of activities to further increase the profile of the recycling
service available to all residents in the borough.

The activities noted within the response to recommendations are key to helping
us achieve the waste contract strategic targets of 40% recycling rate and a 40%
reduction in carbon emissions by 2015. Achieving these targets will result in the
council saving up to £1 million in avoided landfill disposal cost. In addition it is
anticipated that this will save 12,000 tonnes CO2 equivalent.

Of the 11 recommendations, eight are agreed and two partially agreed. In
responding to recommendation 3, the service is currently in the process of
developing a detailed communications plan focusing on estates, RSL and
private blocks of flats as part of the roll-out of the weekly food waste collection
service. A range of communications material will be developed and this will
provide an opportunity to revitalise the dry recycling collection service. Part of
the engagement activity will include engaging will local residents groups and
associations.
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In addition, the 2013/14 Communications and Engagement Programme includes
a range of activities to increase the profile of the dry recycling service to all
residents not just those residing on local estates.

As we are undertaking the above activities the service does not think that value
would be added by engaging with the Waste Watch project at this stage.
However, there is an estate greening programme run by Time Bank and
Groundwork in the borough and we aim to engage with this programme to talk
to residents who take part in greening and waste related activities.

6. Comments of the Chief Finance Officer and financial implications

6.1

6.2

The majority of the interim recommendations can be implemented at no or
minimal costs and thus can be actioned within existing resources.

However, where a recommendation has clear budgetary implications which
would incur additional cost outside of the contractual budget envelope, for
example recommendation four of the recommendations, then Cabinet would
need to agree appropriate budgetary provision before the recommendation
could be agreed and implemented.

7. Head of Legal Services and legal implications

7.1

1.2

The Head of Legal Services notes the contents of the report and the response to
the Environment and Housing Scrutiny Panel Report and advises that there are
no specific legal issues.

The recommendations will need to be carried out pursuant to the Council's
Waste Management Contract with Veolia.

8. Equalities and Community Cohesion Comments

8.1

8.2

Comprehensive collection services for dry recyclables have now been rolled out
across Haringey, with all residents having the opportunity to use wheeled bins,
single-use sacks and communal banks. However only those living on street level
properties receive a food waste collection service, creating an inequality of
service for over 25,000 households.

The introduction of a food waste collection service on the borough'’s estates and
blocks of flats will enable the council to deliver an equitable weekly recycling
service to all our residents.

9. Head of Procurement Comments
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9.1 This report has no procurement implications.

10.Policy Implication

10.1 There are no specific policy implications linked to the recommendations noted
within the scrutiny report.

11. Reasons for Decision

11.1 This report seeks approval of the responses to the recommendations set out in
Appendix 2.

12.Use of Appendices

Appendix 1: The Environment and Housing Scrutiny Panel’s report- ‘Waste and

Recycling Il: Further policy options to increase recycling’
Appendix 2: Response to Scrutiny recommendations

13.Local Government (Access to information) Act 1985
N/A
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